The Secret Seven

Not an Enid Blyton story but a one-off E32 with something rather
special under the bonnet... a 6.7-litre prototype V16!
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hat's this then? Anothar story an 3

7 Senas? Well, ves, but believe me

this is no ordinary run-of-the-mill

Sewen, anythirg but, although you'd

ke hard pressed (o el from same
angles. This folks is the Seeret Seven that BMW did
not wearil yeu bo know about!

The creation of this car was really down 1o one
man, O Karlhienz Lange, and fwo very enthusiastc
colleagues, Adalf Fischer and Hanns-Peter Weisharth
Al thres were very senior and mfluential people at
BAMW during the pericd from the rmid-70s thaugh the
&0s and into the early 905, Fecher, who bes now
retired, weas virlually a one-man departiment al B
whera he warked on all kinds of esoteric creations,
somne of which saw producion while mest did not
Wiitharth was project leader for bedh he E31 8
senies Coupe and the E32 7 Senes, and Langs was in
charge of powertrain developmenits which was a
postion of huge respansbility at BEMW. It was Lange
wihi suggested 1o Fscher that he design the M70
W12 engine and later the W16,

With the {then) new E32 7 Saries in produdion,
with a magnificent 5.0-6re V12 as an option on the
7501 and 7500L it was only natural that a company as
canfident in s envn abalibes and future as B
would explors the baundaries of what was possible.
Ire July 1987 Lange authoised Fischer to investipate
& Turther development of the M70 V12: “Thare were
no prosnises of producton, unforunately,”
commented Fscher, “but | was pleased to be abls to

develop a suprema BMW engine ampay”

Such was the enthugiasm of Fscher that the first
comglete V16 engine was installed on a
dynarmameter and ran on Cheistmas Fue 1987, less
than six months from the word gal Yes, that cylinder
number is right, itis not a typal In BMW enging
falklore this & one that 15 known within the company
as "Goldfish!” Mary had previpusly believed it to be
httle mcee than either 2 paper sxerdse or a myth, 1L is
rezither, it is real. The naming of the pregect is
interesting in itself and ghes a clue as o fhe casual
wiay theese high-powered exscutives thought amangs:
themsehes. Weisharth related the story thus: “The ¥
aenes we used was gold m oolour and so while we
were discussing aspects of the project with Dr Reitzla
he smply christened it 'Goldfisk’ and the name has
gone inta BuW folklore”

The rest step was considenad o be quite logical by
all irvohed — take the body of a reaular production
T50IL and modify it to take the new creation, the
SCHC VG enging, and insert it in the space fomerdy
corupied by 2 W12 unit, That was corrpleted by May
1988, As project leader Weisbarth cormmentad,
What was immediately obviaus was that the engine
would rat have fitted without 2 substantial redesign
of the car”

Ihir problem for Fscher was thal by adding four
mare cylinders to the M70 Y12 engine that he had
designed spacfically for the E32 under drections
fream Lange mads it almast 12 inches longer, With the
M0 under the bonnet it was already crowded; every
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